
 

D-Group Series Overview: The focus of this series will be to teach & equip 
students to learn why and how to read our Bibles by studying the book of James, asking 
practical questions and using various Bible study methods. We hope students will walk 
away from this series knowing & loving God more, feeling inspired (& less intimidated), 
to spend time in Scripture, and more equipped to live out their faith in everyday life. 

Why are we doing this series? 
In his book “The Knowledge of the Holy”, A.W. Tozer writes: “What comes into our 
minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us”. 

We believe this is true — and we believe that it’s increasingly important in the midst of 
our current culture climate (especially for our students)! We recognize that many 
students, even some who have been in church their entire life, often have 
misunderstanding about who God truly is. Teenagers (like the rest of us!) are 
increasingly shaped by cell phones, social media, the news, non-Christian friends, etc. 
far MORE than they are discipled by the inherent Word of God. 

Our goal within Chapelstreet Students is to graduate young adults who are equipped 
and prepared to walk with Jesus into college, adulthood, and throughout their entire 
lives. When knowing God is important & being close to Him matters to teenagers, the 
act of reading the Bible simply becomes the means by which they come to know Him. If 
they value God, they’ll value reading the Bible. 

How do we hope to accomplish this? 
Much of the “teaching” throughout this series will be done in individual D-Groups with 
their leaders assisting them as they open up and dig into what Scripture says. The 
upfront teaching by student ministry staff mostly will be focused on encouraging & 
inspiring teenagers to understand & value God more. We hope to inspire students not 
only to read their Bible more, but to understand WHY we read the Bible. Like we said 
earlier, when we value God, we value reading the Bible.  

We also intend to give students, leaders & parents a few helpful tools to help equip 
them HOW to read the Bible. There are countless Bible study methods, tips & tricks 
that can be found in books and online. We will highlight a few different options (and 
encourage you to try them out, or pick your own) as a tool to better learn & understand 
what Scripture is saying. However, this can be a fine line. We don’t want Bible reading 
to feel like school work to our students. We want to continue to show them that 
Scripture is relational & personal - not just information gathering. So, we will offer the 
Bible study methods (below) and experiential, heart-driven questions each week. 



D-Group Series Schedule:  
JAN 16, WEEK 1: Keslinger Campus, 6-8PM (Introduction) 
The beginning of this series will begin with an overview of the culture we strive for in 
D-Group. In addition to this, we will kickoff the series by introducing the series 
addressing common barriers to Bible reading & inspiring students to seek, know & love 
God. 

JAN 23, WEEK 2: In-Homes (James 1) 
D-Groups will read & study James 1:2-18 on Sunday night using one of the Bible study 
methods below, chosen by their D-Group Leaders. This passage will lend itself to 
conversations about practical ways to deal with and stay faithful through both trials 
and temptations. Our hope is that students will find freedom in knowing that a 
temptation in and of itself isn't sin, but when left unchecked can easily and deceptively 
lead us into sin, as well as understanding practical ways to use faith to deal with the 
trials and temptations we face. 
Weekly @ Home Challenge: Read James 1:19-26 using one of the Bible Study Methods 

JAN 30, WEEK 3: Keslinger Campus, 6-8PM (James 2) 
D-Groups will read & study James 2:14-26 on Sunday night using one of the Bible study 
methods below and discuss what it means to show your faith through your actions/
works. We will also highlight our Masterpiece Ministries & share with students about a 
serving opportunity with Buddy Break on Saturday, February 5th. Our hope is that 
students walk away with practical ways they can put their faith into practice (such as 
serving at Buddy Break!) 
Weekly @ Home Challenge: Read James 2:1-13 using one of the Bible Study Methods 

FEB 6, WEEK 4: In-Homes (James 3) 
D-Groups will read & study James 3:1-12 on Sunday night using one of the Bible study 
methods. This passage focuses on how important the words we say truly are. We hope 
that students walk away with conviction and a better understanding that their words 
should be impacted by the truth found in the Word of God. 
Weekly @ Home Challenge: Read James 3:13-18 using one of the Bible Study Methods 

FEB 13, WEEK 5: No D-Group Meeting (James 4) 
While D-Groups will not be meeting, we want to encourage all families to continue in 
our study of the book of James this week! Parents will receive an email with some 
suggested questions to consider as a family. We encourage you to teach students that 
Scripture is accessible to them all the time - even at home! 
Weekly at Home Challenge: Read James 4 and discuss as a family! 

FEB 20, WEEK 6: In-Homes (James 5) 
D-Groups will read & study James 5:13-20 on Sunday night using one of the Bible study 
methods. The discussion in groups will focus on the importance & power of confession 
& praying for one another. Students will be challenged to put both of these disciplines 
into practice - and strongly encouraged to go home and share with their parents. 
Weekly at Home Challenge: Read James 5:1-12 using one of the Bible Study Methods. 



 
Bible Study Methods to be used in this series: 

APPLE BIBLE STUDY METHOD: 
This is a simple, but very helpful way to read & understand Scripture! The APPLE 
Method focuses on the attributes of God, promises from God, principles for life, 
lessons to learn & examples to follow. 

Follow along as we put the APPLE Bible study method into practice with Psalm 103: 1-5.  
Always begin by reading the entire passage of Scripture you wish to study. 
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,4 who redeems your 
life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 5 who satisfies you with good so that your 
youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

A- Attribute(s) of God 
After reading the passage one time through, go back and look for the attributes of God 
found in the verses you just read. Psalm 103: 1-5, it’s revealed that God is holy, forgives, 
heals, redeems, satisfies, and is merciful. 

P- Promises from God 
Once again, skim the passage to discover the promises God has made to His children. 
The Psalm above reminds us that God has lovingly promised to forgive our sins, heal, 
redeem our brokenness, lavish us with love and mercy, satisfy the depths of our souls, 
and renew our weariness.  

P- Principles for Life 
As you begin this next step, look back at the passage and search for life principles 
hidden in these verses. Revisiting Psalm 103:1-5, we see that God calls us to praise Him 
whether we’re rejoicing in His blessings or praying for healing.  Also, we’re charged 
with remembering His promises and clinging to them in all situations. 

L- Lessons to Learn 
As you review the passage again, here’s a some great questions to ask:  
• Is God trying to get my attention about a particular area in my life?  
• What situation do I need to give over to God as a result of reading this passage? 
• What is God trying to teach me through this text? 

E- Example to Follow 
Looking over your text one final time, ask yourself how you can follow any example 
found in this Scripture. Consider the following questions: 
• What is an example of godliness in this passage? Ungodly? 
• Is there an area in which I need to take action as prompted through this passage? 
• What practical way can I implement the theme of these verses into my life? 



THE 5P METHOD 
Purpose: Why do you think the author wrote this? Why is it important enough to be in 
the Bible? In one sentence, write out what you think the overall theme is! 

Primary Verse: Which verse do you think is the most important? 

Promises: Make a list of the promises you find in the passage 

Problems: If you find anything you don’t understand - even if it’s just a word - write it 
down as a question. Ask a parent or leader or look up the answer on your own!  

Practical Application: What do you need to change or work on so that what you have 
read is real in your life? Be specific - a good application will tell who, what, and when! 

THE SPECK METHOD: 
Sins to avoid: Make a list of any sin - wrong actions, attitudes, or thoughts - mentioned 
in the passage.  

Promises to claim: Make a list of the promises in this passage. Promises give us 
confidence when we doubt God or face difficult times. 

Examples to follow: What examples do you find in the passage? Is there a right way of 
thinking or acting described in the passage that you should take as an example for your 
life? 

Command to obey: Write out all the commands you find. If a passage encourages you 
to take action in some way, write it down!  

Knowledge of God to apply: What does this passage tell you about God that you can 
apply to your daily life? 

THE REAP METHOD: 
Read:  Read (and re-read) the passage, asking: What is happening, emphasized, or 
repeated in this passage? What do I see about God? What do I see about people? 

Examine: Reflect on the passage, asking: Who wrote this, who did they write to, when 
was it written? What might be the purpose of the writing? How do you think the author 
wants their audience to respond? 

Apply: Meditate on what God is showing you and how it affects your life, asking: Is 
there a truth to believe, sin to repent of, a command to follow? What things need to 
change in light of this passage? How will I live differently now? 

Pray: Pray through the passage and your application. Ask that God would change your 
heart and your life basked on the time you've spent in His Word. 



Tips for Parents & Leaders: 
To leaders:  
Each D-Group night will be heavily focused on small group time at church (or in-homes) 
- where you as D-Group leaders will have the opportunity to read a passage of 
Scripture with your group and study it together. While there might be a slight burden 
on you to “teach” during this series (we’ll give you discussion guides that help with 
that!), we want to remind you that your key responsibility is to be a discussion 
facilitator! As you work through a passage, allow your students to share their thoughts 
and to ask questions. Don’t just work through and tell them the answers - give them 
time & space to discuss, to research, and to think. Allow them to engage personally & 
experience God more together in community.  

To parents:  
As you can see on the series schedule, students will study a portion of each chapter in 
their groups and they will be encouraged to read/study the remainder of the chapter at 
home throughout the week. We’ll send out a weekly reminder about which passage to 
focus on each week. We’d love for both you & your students to read the passage each 
week (either together or individually) and to spend a few minutes to discuss it 
together!  

We’re so excited to enter into this series and are praying like crazy that students are 
inspired & equipped to truly know God & to His Word!


