
REVEALED
Seeing the LORD 

Through the 
Imagery of Isaiah

Calvary
Church
BIBLE STUDY



Are you ready to embark on an exciting adventure through the Old 
Testament prophetic book of Isaiah? Dr. David A Hubbard said, “No other 
part of the Bible gives us so panoramic a view of God’s handiwork in 
Israel’s history…If Beethoven’s nine symphonies loom as landmarks on 
the horizon of classical music, Isaiah’s sixty-six chapters mark the apex 
of prophetic vision. Their music, their majesty, their mystery combine to 
inspire, challenge and intimidate the saints of God from the least to the 
greatest, from the most naive to the most profound.” Truly, this fascinating 
work of God uses beautiful descriptive terminology to both chronicle God’s 
words to His people and point them (and us) to His perfect provision for 
our sin and eternal Kingdom through the Messiah.

The scarlet thread of salvation expertly weaves its way through Isaiah. 
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who spoke of the grace that was 
to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find 
out the time and circumstances of the Messiah and the glories that would 
follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but 
you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those 
who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven” 
(1 Peter 1:10-12). What God has so masterfully orchestrated caused the 
heavenly beings to stand in awe. 1 Peter goes on to say, “Even angels long 
to look into these things.”

We could call Isaiah the cliff-notes of the entire Bible as it unfolds the story 
of creation, fall, redemption and restoration. Even the format is similar to 
the entirety of Scripture. Isaiah has sixty-six chapters and two divisions 
just like the Bible. Thirty-nine chapters (like the thirty-nine books of the 
Old Testament) focus more on the judgement of God for a people who has 
continually turned their hearts from Him. The next twenty-seven chapters 
(like the twenty-seven books in the New Testament) bring forth words of 
hope and comfort as the “ideal Servant” accomplishes what the people 
could not do.

Because of the vastness of the book of Isaiah, this study will focus on the 
imagery in Isaiah. We’ll follow the scarlet thread from Isaiah to other Old 
Testament cross-references and then into the New Testament where we will 
see many prophesies fulfilled. 

May the message of Christ dwell richly among us as we set out on a 
remarkable journey of discovery through Isaiah!

Welcome



9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth,
    so are my ways higher than your ways
    and my thoughts than your thoughts.
10 As the rain and the snow
    come down from heaven,
    and do not return to it
    without watering the earth
    and making it bud and flourish,
    so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
    It will not return to me empty, 
    but will accomplish what I desire
    and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”

Isaiah 55:9-11



Each week is broken down into 6 days. 

Day 1, you will begin with a primary passage from Isaiah, exploring verses 
that highlight our imagery of the week. The printed passages are in the NASB 
because it is a word for word translation and helpful for additional in-depth 
study. If you’d like, you can use blueletterbible.org or other resources to 
enhance your study. Please use your own Bible as well.

Day 2, you will head to several Old Testament cross-references in order to add 
to your understanding of the imagery and what it means. 

Day 3, you will head to several New Testament cross-references to see the 
fulfillment of prophesy. 

Day 4 will ask questions that traverse all you observed in the Scripture and help 
you gain meaning from them. 

Day 5 will help you apply the meaning to how you live your life today.  

Day 6 will link your Bible Study with the rest of your life, as you reflect on  
what God revealed through the preaching of the sermon or other applications 
in the week. 

May your journey take you on a grand adventure that causes great growth and 
maturity in Christ!

USING THIS 
GUIDEBOOK

Study Tips

“So then, just as you received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 
lives in Him, rooted and built up in 
Him, strengthened in the faith as 
you were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness.” 
Colossians 2:6-7
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Note: Digging 
Deeper sections are 
optional and provid-
ed along the way for 
those who wish to 
explore further.
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THE HISTORY 
BEHIND ISAIAH

Background The central theme of the book of Isaiah is the nature of God and how He relates 
to His people. For the first 400 years in the promised land, Israel was ruled by 
judges. The judges were spiritual, military and political leaders whom God raised 
up as the occasion demanded.

The people then decided they wanted to be like the other nations and demand-
ed a king. God gave them what they asked for and during the next 120 years 
three kings (Saul, David and Solomon) ruled over the united kingdom. After 
that there was a civil war that divided the nation in two. There were ten tribes in 
the north (Israel) and two tribes (Judah and Benjamin) in the south. God sent 
prophets to both kingdoms to help His rebellious people return to Him.

A prophet did two things. He told the people what God was saying about their 
world and he told them what would happen in the future. The fact that Isaiah 
received his instruction thru a vision gave Divine Authority to his words.

Another word for ‘prophet’ is ‘seer’. A seer is a ‘see-er’, someone that sees. He 
sees what things mean. In other words, he understands what they mean. Isaiah 
saw what was happening in Judah and Jerusalem. Most people only saw good 
and bad things happening. Isaiah did not just see those things. He also ‘saw’ 
why those good and bad things were happening. He heard what God was saying 
to him. Isaiah ‘saw’ what the future situation would be for Judah and Israel and 
the surrounding countries. 

Isaiah lived about 700 years before Jesus came to the Earth. 

Up until the time of Isaiah, the northern kingdom had 18 kings—all of them bad 
and rebellious against the Lord. The southern kingdom had 11 kings—some 
good and some bad. The stories of these kings can be found in the books of 1 
and 2 Kings.

Isaiah was sent to Jerusalem, the capital of the southern kingdom. As he began 
his ministry, there was a national crisis in the northern kingdom of Israel. Assyria 
was about to invade and engulf the nation of Israel. During the span of his min-
istry as a prophet, the southern nation of Judah was faced with repeated threats 
from the larger surrounding nations.

Although the people of Jerusalem gave the appearance of piety by worshipping 
in the temple, reading Scripture and praying in public, their daily lives told an-
other story. They repeatedly ignored the needs of orphans and widows, cheated 
others, tolerated unjust courts, supported corrupt leaders, and depended more 
on international alliances than they did on God. Their lives were built on crime, 
envy, murder, moral corruption and deceit. They were stingy, hateful gossipers 
who had become self-serving, living for their own personal advantages with no 
concern for others. 

As you study these lessons, note the parallels for living in today’s world.
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Map
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Timeline
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Observation

Use the format below as a tool to help you understand each passage and the book of Isaiah as a whole.

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How? 
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Interpretation

Application
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This lesson uses the imagery of the father/child relationship to help us understand the 
deteriorating relationship between God and His people. Here we see the broken heart 
of a Father who has raised children who do not follow in His ways. Instead, they are 
wicked, rebellious and confused about their identity as children of God.

Return of the Prodigal Son
Rembrandt | 1663-1665 

A FATHER &
HIS CHILDREN  

Lesson One
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Day 1 | Observation

ISAIAH 1:1-6 - New American Standard Bible 
(NASB). New International Version (NIV) words 
italicized in parenthesis.

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem, which he saw during the reigns of Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

2 Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth;

For the LORD speaks,

“Sons (children) I have reared and brought up,

But they have revolted against Me.

3 “An ox knows its owner,

And a donkey its master’s manger,

But Israel does not know,

My people do not understand.”

4  Alas, sinful nation,

People weighed down with iniquity,

Offspring of evildoers,

Sons (children) who act corruptly!

They have abandoned the LORD,

They have despised the Holy One of Israel,

They have turned away from Him.

5 Where will you be stricken again,

As you continue in your rebellion?

The whole head is sick

And the whole heart is faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even to the head

There is nothing sound in it,

Only bruises, welts and raw wounds,

Not pressed out or bandaged,

Nor softened with oil.

1. Make a simple list of what the image of a healthy
father/child relationship brings to mind for you.
Consider a father & a rebellious child. What
characterizes each of these relationships? How
are they similar? How are they different?

Let's dig into God's Word and begin to observe some treasures He has tucked within.

Take a moment to settle your heart and mind before the 
Throne of Grace as you enter into this time with the LORD.

2. Read through the passage looking specifically for
the father & children imagery. This passage is
provided (to the right) for you to mark as much or
little as you would like. You will be referring back
to this main text throughout the week.
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PRAY



a. Who is speaking?  What are the names of God in this passage? What attributes do they highlight?

b. Underline in the passage and then list below the verbs or action words used to describe what He does. What do
these actions reveal about God?

c. What do you learn about the rebellious children?  Who are they? How are these children described?

d. What is the result of their rebellion?

e. What is a key theme or truth in this text?

DIGGING DEEPER
Four kings of Judah are listed in our text.  Are they children, father figures, or both?  What kind of kings were 
they? Read more about them starting in 2 Chronicles 26.
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Lord, I ask that You would open my 
eyes to see the wonderful truths in 
Your law. (Psalm 119:18)

Old Testament 
Cross References

Day 2 | Comparison
In comparison we compare Scripture with 
Scripture.  And that offers a great safety 
net, because the greatest interpreter of 
Scripture is Scripture itself.

Donald Grey Barnhouse used to put it so 
clearly: “You very rarely have to go outside 
of the Bible to explain anything in the 
Bible.”  That’s very instructive, coming from 
an individual who was incredibly well-read 
and who knew how to use a wide variety 
of secondary sources. But he understood 
the priority of the Word of God. He realized 
that the more you compare Scripture with 
Scripture, the more the meaning of the 
Bible becomes apparent.  The parts take 
on the meaning of the whole.

Remember, although we have about forty 
different human authors, the sixty-six books 
are ultimately the result of one primary 
Author, the Holy Spirit, who coordinated the 
entire message.  His Book is integrated. It 
hangs together.

Living By The Book 
by Howard G. Hendricks p. 237

1. Look up these Old Testament verses in
relation to this week’s imagery. Under each
reference, what do you observe about God?
About man? How does this add to your
understanding of the primary passage?

Deuteronomy 32:3-6, 18-20

Isaiah 63:7-10 

PRAY
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Isaiah 64:4-9 

Jeremiah 3:19-20
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Include John 16:13 in your prayer time for your study: LORD, I ask that Your Holy Spirit be my Teacher today 
and continue to guide me into all truth.  

New Testament Cross ReferencesDay 3 |

1. As you look up the following passages, continue to record what you learn about God and man through the
father/child imagery. How does this expand upon what you’ve already discovered?

Luke 15:11-32  
What do you observe about the father? The prodigal son? The older brother? Compare and contrast this parable 
of Jesus with what you read in Isaiah. 

1 John 3:1-3 
What have you learned about the heart of God the Father?

PRAY

DIGGING DEEPER

With the tools of observation, God may lead you 
to many other discoveries! What else do you 
learn about this imagery?



Pray for God to give you understanding and wisdom: LORD, as I seek to know and understand You more, I ask 
that You would give me wisdom.  (Proverbs 2:6)

PRAY

1. Reflective Questions: Answer these questions 
using words from the Isaiah passage and the 
cross-references to explain your answer and be 
sure to record where you discovered it.

a. Like a good father teaches and rears his own 
children, so does God with us. How does 
Israel respond to God their Father? How is 
it similar or different from the response the 
Father is looking for from His children?

b. According to Isaiah 1:25, God said, “I (the 
LORD) will turn my hand against you, I will 
thoroughly purge away your dross and re-
move all your impurities.”  When His children 
rebelled and turned away from Him, God 
allowed them to experience life without Him. 
Is God’s response to His children’s rebellion 
loving or justified? Why? Further study of He-
brews 12:4-11 can help to shed light on this 
question by comparing the difference between 
punishment, chastisement and discipline. 

Day 4 | Interpretation

c. Just like what you know about your earthly 
father effects your relationship with him, 
what you know about God shapes your view 
of Him. Therefore, it is vitally important that 
our view of God is based on Scripture. Isaiah 
1:2-3 talks about “knowing” God. How does 
knowing your Heavenly Father effect your 
relationship with Him?

d. What does this imagery reveal about the 
LORD? About being a child of God?

DIGGING DEEPER

The Old Testament is Christ concealed and the 
New Testament is Christ revealed. Looking back 
at the references, where did you see Christ 
concealed?  Where did you see Christ revealed?  
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PRAY

Day 5 | Application Praying the Word
“Praying the Word means reading (or recit-
ing) Scripture in a spirit of prayer and letting 
the meaning of the verses become our 
prayer and inspire our thoughts.” 
John Piper  

For more tips on praying scripture visit:  
desiringgod.org/articles/tips-for-praying-the-
word. 

Read prayerfully and meditate on our 
primary passage, Isaiah 1:1-6.

1. Reflective Questions

a. What words/truths in our passages  
speak to God’s care and love of His creation? 
How have you seen God do similar things for you?

b. What does God want us to learn from the imagery of the Father and His children? How does this impact your 
relationship with the LORD?

c. What can we learn from this about raising children?

d. What is at least one way these truths (of the Father and His children) are pertinent for today’s world?
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Getting Personal (Between You and God) 
These are questions to reflect on in prayer each week. You may use this page or the notes pages as you work 
through the questions. 

a. Consider whether there is an area of your life in which your heart is rebellious towards the Father. Take a
moment to confess (agree with God) about this and thank Him that He is faithful to forgive and cleanse
you from all unrighteousness.

b. Do you know the love of the Father? How can you know Him more?

c. How has God invited you to respond?
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Day 6 | Reflect and Connect

Take a few minutes to prayerfully reflect on the 
things you have been uncovering and learning 
this week.  Write down any thoughts, or significant 
points the LORD revealed to you in the sermon.

Where else in your life have the themes from this 
week’s lesson come up for you?

What is God communicating to you through these 
connections?
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NOTES
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NOTES
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