
Sermon Discussion Guide  

The Greatest of These // Week 3 | Week of May 3, 2020 

 

Prayer 

Take time at the beginning and ending of your group time to pray for each other and for 
your discussion in God’s Word. 

Ask: 

1. What is something that you can rejoice in from the past week? 

 

Read 

1 Corinthians 13:6 

 

Main Ideas 

As we continue studying the question, “What does love look like?”, 1 Corinthians 13:6 
examines the role that joy has in love. Paul teaches that joy follows love, and if we want to 
know where our love is directed, we should look at the things in which we rejoice.  

First, we are warned to avoid rejoicing in wrongdoing. Paul was writing to a church in 
Corinth, a city known for evil practices, including idolatry and immorality. He speaks here to 
make clear that the Christian life is called to be different than that of the world, and to seek 
joy in purity and righteousness. 

He continues to show that one of the marks of Christian maturity is rejoicing in truth- in 
other words, in living the way God intended. Jesus taught this very thing in John 15- “I have 
told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. My command 
is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” 

1. What is one thing you’re taking away from this teaching? 
2. What is one thing you can learn about God from this teaching? 
3. What is one thing you can learn about yourself from this teaching? 

 

 

 

 



Discussion Questions 

1. What is one activity, experience, or place that consistently brings you joy? What 
about it is so joyful? 

2. Do you consider “evil” and “truth” to be opposites? Why do you think they’re used as 
contrasts in this verse? 

3. Ephesians 5:11 commands us to “Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
instead expose them.”  

a. Why is it important to avoid, and even expose, wrongdoing? 
b. Have you ever struggled with loving those who you believe are finding joy in 

wrongdoing? How do we navigate this tension? 
4. The second half of this verse encourages us to rejoice in truth.  

a. What is this truth? 
b. Is there someone you know who reflects this kind of joy? What about them 

stands out to you?  
5. Paul teaches us that joy follows love and reveals the desires of our hearts. 

a. Are the places you go for joy connecting you to the heart of God? Why or why 
not? 

Weekly Challenge 

Love rejoices in things like generosity and service. This week, make a commitment to identify 
a friend, neighbor, or local organization that you can show generosity or serve in some way. 

 

Reading Guide 

Day 1 1 Corinthians 13 

Day 2 1 John 3:11-24 

Day 3 Proverbs 10 

Day 4 Psalm 25:1-5 

Day 5 Philippians 4:1-8 

 


