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The Greatest of These // Week 2 | Week of April 26th 2020  

 

Prayer 

Take time at the beginning and ending of your group time to pray for each other and for your 

discussion in God’s Word. 

Ask: 

1. Where have you noticed a recent act of selfless, sacrificial love? What was the impact of 

that act? 

 

Read 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 

Main Ideas 

Last week, we explored how Paul establishes the supremacy of love in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. In 

verses 4-5, he continues into an explanation of what this love looks like, as well as what it 

doesn’t look like. 

In these two verses, Paul gives two descriptions of what love is- patient and kind. Love that 

reflects the heart of God perseveres and endures through difficult moments and shows the 

tenderness and encouragement that God gives us. 

Additionally, in these verses Paul gives several descriptions of what love is not and does not do- 

things like envy, irritability, and resentfulness. The uniting factor of these descriptions is the 

contrast with agape love- replacing sacrifice with selfishness, humility with arrogance, and 

putting self before others.   

1. What is one thing you’re taking away from this teaching? 

2. What is one thing you can learn about God from this teaching? 

3. What is one thing you can learn about yourself from this teaching? 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Can you think of an example of sacrificial, selfless love that you’ve seen in the last week- 

either in your life, or in the world? 



2. Why do you think patience is the first description Paul uses for love? In what ways has 

God been patient with you? Is there a relationship in your life where you need to show 

more patience? 

3. How would you define the relationship between kindness and love?  

a. Is there someone you can show love to by an act or word of kindness? 

b. Can you think of an example of God showing kindness in the Bible?  

4. Of the descriptions of what love is not in these two verses, which one do you struggle 

with the most?    Where does it come out in your everyday life?

a. Envy 

b. Boasting 

c. Arrogance 

d. Rudeness 

e.  Self-seeking 

f. Irritability 

g. Resentfulness

5. Have you ever struggled with reading verses like these as spiritual to-do lists, simply 

things to do because you’re supposed to?  

a. Is that what you think God intends? 

b. Last week, we talked about actions vs. motivations. What is the motivation for 

people who are filled with agape love? 

 

Weekly Challenge 

Re-read 1 Corinthians 13:4-5, but wherever love is talked about, insert your name (______ is 

patient, _______ is kind, ______ does not envy…). Identify one or two descriptions of love that 

you wouldn’t use to describe yourself and make a commitment to grow in those this week. 

 

Reading Guide 

Day 1 1 Corinthians 13 

Day 2 Ephesians 4:1-7 

Day 3 Ruth 2:8-23 

Day 4 James 3:13-18 

Day 5 2 Chronicles 7:11-18 

 


