
Sermon Discussion Guide  

The Greatest of These // Week 1 | Week of 4.19.20 

 

Prayer 

Take time at the beginning and ending of your group time to pray for each other and for your 

discussion in God’s Word. 

Ask: 

1. What is one way you’ve experienced God’s love and grace this week in your life? 

Read 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 

Main Ideas 

1 Corinthians 13, sometimes known as the Love Chapter, is an outpouring by the Apostle Paul 

of the beauty, significance, and supremacy of love. Verses 1-3 begin this chapter, and our 

series, with the reminder that love is foundational and essential to the Christian life. 

Paul gives three examples to make this point. He shows that love is greater than any spiritual 

gift, such as speaking in tongues and prophetic powers. He shows that love is greater than any 

amount of knowledge and wisdom. And he shows that love is greater than any act of service.  

In doing so, Paul shows us, as he writes in 1 Corinthians 12:31, “a still more excellent way”- to 

let love come first. It is far better, Paul says, to realize that whatever gifts, talents, and strengths 

we have were given to us to love one another, and to allow our lives to be an expression of that 

love.  

1. What is one thing you’re taking away from this teaching? 

2. What is one thing you can learn about God from this teaching? 

3. What is one thing you can learn about yourself from this teaching? 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. What do you associate with the word ‘love’? If you asked someone in your family, 

neighborhood, or workplace to define the word ‘love’, what do you think they would 

say? 

2. The Greek word for ‘love’ used throughout 1 Corinthians 13 is ‘agape’, which refers to 

sacrificial, action-oriented, selfless love.  



a. What’s the hardest thing about loving other people?  

b. Can you think of a time that someone showed you this kind of love? How did 

that impact you? 

3. Paul says that without love, we say nothing, we are nothing, and we gain nothing.  

a. What do you think is more important to God, our actions or our motivations? 

Why? 

b. Can you think of a recent example where you said or did something without 

love?  

4. These verses make it clear that things like spiritual gifts, knowledge, wisdom, and acts of 

service are good, but not when they become more important than love. 

a. What strengths and abilities has God given you?  

b. How can you use them to love other people? 

5. 1 John 4:8 says that “God is love” (agape).  

a. What does that tell us about the source of this love we are called to? 

b. How has God showed you this kind of love?  

 

Weekly Challenge 

Take some time to think of one person that shows selfless, sacrificial love, and then do two 

things. First, pray for that person. Second, make a commitment to contact that person this 

week to tell them the impact of that love in your life. 

 

Reading Guide 

Day 1 1 Corinthians 13 

Day 2 1 John 4:7-12 

Day 3 John 13:31-35 

Day 4 Colossians 3:12-17 

Day 5 John 15:9-17 

 


