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If the words “hustle and bustle” are some of the first 
that come to mind when you think about the holiday 
season, you’re not alone. While the holiday season 
can be incredibly fun and full of quality time as a 
family, it can also be stressful as we try to accomplish 
mounting to-do lists. Add in the grief that many 
experience in the holiday season, and the stress can 
be overpowering.

This Christmas, we want to help you and your families 
focus on the most important truth: God himself came 
to be with us. Our God is not a distant God, watching 
us scurry about from the heavens. Instead, he steps 
into our mess. When God sent his son Jesus 2,000 
years ago, he was creating a way for us to reconnect 
with himself.

This magazine is designed to help your family connect 
to the God who is with us, as well as to each other. 
God created us for relationship. We hope that you have 
an opportunity this Christmas season to spend time 
intentionally, as a family, learning about this God, 
enjoying fun together and serving others. Ultimately, 
we hope that you encounter this Jesus, the promised 
Immanuel  —God With Us.
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Week 2: The Presence of Immanuel
Questions from the sermon:

1. This Psalm is thought to be written by 
King David. What does it tell us about the 
way David thought about God?

2. How does God’s presence bring you 
comfort and joy?

3. Who has God given us to help us know 
him like this?

Week 1: The Promise of Immanuel
Questions from the sermon:

1. Why is God’s promise in these 
verses so unique? 

2. How do you think this promise 
made its original hearers feel?

3. How does this promise change 
how we relate to God?

Family Reading
Isaiah 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.

Family Reading
Psalm 16:11

You make known to me the path 
of life; you will fill me with joy 
in your presence, with eternal 
pleasures at your right hand.

This year, the focus of our Advent series is “With.” As 
a Church family, we want to remember that God is 
not simply the God who is above us, but he is the God 
who is WITH US, Immanuel. This is right at the heart 
of what Christmas is all about. On the following two 
pages, you will find weekly devotionals to guide you 
through some ways you can remember this incredible 
truth as a family. We hope as you look at these 
devotionals together, you will be encouraged by the 
amazing grace of the God who comes to dwell with us.

Family Devotionals
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Week 4: The Peace of Immanuel
Questions from the sermon:

1. Why was Simeon so 
happy about meeting Jesus?

2. Why does it bring Simeon 
peace to have met Jesus?

3. What do Simeon’s words 
tell us about God’s love for 
people?

Week 3: The Power of Immanuel
Questions from the sermon:

1. What was happening when 
Moses spoke these words to the 
people?

2. How does God with us make us 
different?

3. How does it make you feel to 
know that God will never leave?

Family Reading
Deuteronomy 31:6

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear 
or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord 
your God who goes with you. He will 

not leave you or forsake you.

Family Reading
Luke 2:28-32

He took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, “Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to your 

word; for my eyes have seen your salvation 
that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.

Week 5: The Person of Immanuel
Questions from the sermon:

1. How does this verse reveal 
God’s faithfulness?

2. How does this show John(and 
us!) that God is different to the 
gods of other religions?

3. In what way will God being with 
us at the end be different than 
when Jesus first came?

Family Reading
Revelation 21:3

And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 

place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as 

their God.”
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1. A long, long time ago, God created the 
world and placed Adam and Eve there. 
Adam and Eve chose to disobey God, and 
this ruined their friendship with God. But 
God made a promise that was going to 
make things better! 

2.  The promise was that God would 
send a Redeemer to take away this 
punishment so that people could be 
friends with God again, this time….
forever! 

3.  It took centuries for God’s people to 
be ready, but now the time had almost 
come for the best part of God’s Plan. 
God Himself was going to come: not to 
punish people, but to rescue them. 

4.  Everything was ready. The moment 
God had been waiting for was here at 
last!  How would he come? What would 
he be like? What would he do?

5.  A young girl named Mary was visited 
by an angel. The angel’s name was 
Gabriel. He told her that God wanted 
her to have a very special baby and that 
she was to call the baby Jesus. 

6. Mary put her faith in God.  She said, 
“I am God’s servant. I will do whatever 
He asks me to do.” 

7. Mary was engaged to a carpenter 
named Joseph. An angel appeared to 
him and told him Mary would have a 
baby from God. Joseph was to name the 
baby Jesus because he would save the 
people from their sins. 

8.  Even though Mary was going to have 
her baby very soon, Joseph and Mary 
had to make a long journey to a little 
town called Bethlehem.

9.  When they arrived in Bethlehem, 
there were many people there already, 
and Joseph couldn’t find anywhere for 
them to stay. Finally, an inn-keeper told 
Joseph that they could stay in his stable 
with the animals.

10. Joseph and Mary settled down there 
among the animals. God gave the world 
his wonderful gift. A baby was born that 
would change the world: His baby son.

11.  They wrapped the baby up in warm 
cloths and laid him in a manger filled 
with straw as they gazed in wonder at 
God’s Great Gift.

12.  Mary and Joseph named him 
Jesus, just like the angel had said.  He 
would also be called “Emmanuel,” 
which means “God has come to live 
with us.” 

13.  God sent a big choir of angels to 
share this happy news!  Where would 
you have sent the choir?  To a big 
concert hall?  Or to a palace?  God sent 
His to a little hillside outside the small 
town in the middle of the night. 

14. On the hills outside of Bethlehem, 
some shepherds who were watching 
over their sheep noticed something 
strange.  There was a bright light in the 
sky. They had never seen anything like 
it before, and they were afraid.

15.  An angel appeared and told them 
not to be frightened. Instead, they 
should be happy since a very special 
baby had been born who was the Son 
of God. 

16.  Suddenly a great assembly of 
angels from heaven appeared with the 
first angel, praising God and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven and 
on earth peace to men with whom God 
is pleased.” 

17.  Immediately, the shepherds rushed 
to Bethlehem to see this special baby. 
They were filled with joy when they saw 
the baby Jesus, and they worshiped 
him. They told Mary and Joseph what 
the angel had said.

18.  This baby would be like that bright 
star shining in the sky that night: a light 
to light up the whole world, chasing 
away darkness, helping people to see.

19.  Mary knew these things were 
precious, and she thought about them 
often in her heart.

20.  Far away in the East, a group of 
wise men who studied the sky noticed 
this new, bright star in the sky. They 
knew it was a sign.  A great new ruler 
had been born. They had been waiting, 
and they wanted to meet this new king.

21.  The wise men followed the star to see 
what they could find. The bright star led 
them to Bethlehem, and there they found 
the king. They knelt down and worshiped 
the baby and gave him expensive gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

22.  This child was a new kind of king. 
Though He was the Mighty God, he 
had become a helpless baby. This King 
hadn’t come to be the boss; He had 
come to be a servant who would save us 
from our sins. 

23.  God had sent His one and only 
Son!  Nothing would ever be the same. 
Jesus entered the world as a baby, 
but He grew into a man who gave His 
life for all of us.  All we have to do is 
believe.

24.  For anyone who says yes to Jesus, 
for anyone who believes what Jesus 
said, for anyone who will just reach 
out to take it: God will give them this 
wonderful gift!

25.  God loved the world so much that 
he gave his one and only son, so that 
whoever believes in him will live forever.  
You see, the most wonderful thing about 
this Story is…it’s your story too!

Advent focuses on the anticipation of the coming King. These 
readings are designed to be read on each day of Advent. Each 

night, read the previous portions of the story and add a new line. 
Copy these, print them out and add them to an advent calendar or 

read from the magazine instead. 

Advent Reading from David C Cook Publishers

Daily Advent Readings
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The 
significance 

of being 
with.

Advent is a wonderful time to spend 
as a family, creating picture perfect 
memories. But in reality, life doesn’t 
always end up that way. Sometimes 
family game night ends in tears. 
Sometimes the Christmas cookies 
burn. Sometimes your kids will not 
sit still and listen to your family 
devotional. And sometimes, the most 
arguments of the week seem to occur 
on Sunday morning as you try to 
wrangle the family into the car to go 
to church.

We all want to be more intentional 
during the Christmas season, 
especially when it comes to Faith@
Home. This magazine is intended 
to be a helpful resource with some 
ideas for your family to connect 
spiritually during advent.

The entire purpose of Together@
Christmas is for you, as families, 
to spend intentional time being 
with one another. As we explore the 
meaning of Immanuel, God with us, 
we learn that God took on flesh and 
became human so he could be with 
us, his creation. All of the sacrifices 
he made were for one goal: to be in 
restored relationship with us. “Being 
with” is the ultimate act of love. 

We see this reflected in our families 
as well. At the end of the day, 

nothing is more precious than the 
time we spend with one another. 

Use this magazine for ideas on how 
to be with one another, but please 
don’t view it as yet another to-do 
list. You may have your own family 
traditions to tap into.

Whatever you choose to do, focus 
on being together. Focus on slowing 
down. Don’t focus on the mess or 
what might have been better. Show 
yourself a little grace, show your 
family a little grace.

God created families to be together. 
So take a few moments to pause and 
to spend time with your family and 
the God who promises to be with us.

Being with is the 
ultimate act of love.
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Call a relative far 
away and sing a 

Christmas carol together. 
Let them know you are 
thinking of them from 

far away.

Go for a winter hike. 
Where should we go? 

Bundle up and go to the 
woods or to LeRoy Oakes 

Forest Preserve.

As Christmas cards arrive, 
place them in a noticeable 
area. Once a day, pull out 
one card and pray for that 
family together. Then, send 

a text letting them know 
they were prayed for!

Drive through the Holiday 
Lights at Mooseheart! 

Open 5-9pm nightly. 1.8 miles 
of Holiday Light Displays. 

Admission is $10.00 per car but 
coupons are everywhere! 

Have a picnic by 
the Christmas tree. Spread 

a blanket and have a 
simple lunch there.

See the Lehnertz Ave 
Christmas Display

Dec 9- Jan 1 | 5-10:30 PM   
Lehnertz Avenue, Aurora, IL. 
A drive-through display where 

residents each display a part of the 
original Christmas story includes 

lights, sound and all the 
biblical characters.

Grab your sleds and 
head to your favorite hill!  
Some of the best hills can 
be found at the Campton, 
Fabyan, Johnson’s Mound 

and Oakhurst Forest 
Preserves.

Invite friends or neighbors 
over to share a pot of 

soup and watch a favorite 
Christmas movie!

Have a board game night 
at home complete with 
cocoa and candy canes!

Get out all the 
Christmas books (or get 

new ones from the library) 
and read as many as 

possible, until the kids 
say stop or the voice 

gives out.
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crafts and treats!

Bowtie Noodle Wreath
Supplies: Mini bowtie noodles, 
green paint, paintbrush, green glitter, 
red ribbon, glue

Directions: Start by painting all 
the little bow tie noodles with green 
paint and shake with green glitter. 
Once the noodles are completely dry, 
glue them into a circle on a piece of 
white card stock. Tie a bow with a 
red polka dot ribbon and glue it on 
the bottom of the wreath!

Icicle Ornaments
Supplies: Metallic pipe cleaners, 
pony beads, a thread for hanging

Directions: Thread the pony 
beads through the pipe cleaners, 
evenly spacing them out, with the 
hanging thread on the top bead. 
Twist the pipe cleaners around a 
pencil for a spiral effect! 

Chocolate Peppermint 
Cake Mix Cookies

Ingredients:
15.25 oz. chocolate cake mix
1 stick of butter, softened
1 egg
Peppermint kiss shaped chocolates

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350º and line your baking sheet(s).
2. Mix ingredients together until a soft dough forms.
3. Use about 1 tablespoon of dough and roll it into a ball.
4. Place rolled dough about 2 inches apart on baking sheets.
5. Bake for about 10-12 minutes.
6. While the cookies are baking, remove the foil wrappers 

from the peppermint kiss shaped chocolates.
7. When the cookies come out of the oven, carefully place 

one peppermint kiss shaped chocolate in the center of 
each cookie.

8. Allow cookies to cool and store in an air tight container.
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Directions:
1. Grease or spray a 9x13-inch pan and set aside.
2. In a large pan, melt butter and marshmallows 

over medium-low heat, stirring constantly. Once 
it’s almost smooth and melted, add green food 
coloring little by little until you achieve your 
desired tree color.

3. Once completely smooth and perfectly green, 
remove from heat and stir in Rice Krispies. 
Continue to stir until all the cereal is coated.

4. Press evenly into prepared pan (you can use wax 
paper to press it down, or use your hand with 
nonstick cooking spray). Immediately sprinkle 
with sprinkles. Let cool for at least 30 minutes.

5. Make one cut down the middle of the pan (the 
long way). Then, cut each of those rows into 
triangles (you should have 4 scraps leftover, one 
at each side of each row). Enjoy!

Directions: Start by filling your white sock with rice. You will need a 
hefty amount. Once you are happy with the size of your sock snowman, tie 
the top with the rubber band.

Take another rubber band and place in the middle (more to the upper side) 
of the rice filled sock to form the head shape.

Now glue the buttons to the bottom side by using a glue gun (glue dots do 
a fairly good job too).

Add a ribbon for the scarf – we found that glue dots and glue gun work 
best for ribbons, while other glues kind of fail miserably. You can cut off 
excess white sock (or you can tuck it in the hat we will be making next).

Cut the colored sock (we cut the foot part, without heel). Roll it a bit and place it on the head of your snowman. You can leave it as 
it is or you can secure it with some glue.

Supplies: White sock, colored sock (for the hat), 
rice, rubber bands (or thread), colorful buttons, ribbons, 
glue gun, markers or paint, orange pom pomsNo-Sew Snowman Sock

Christmas Tree Rice Krispie Treats

Ingredients:
3 tbsp. butter
10 oz marshmallows 
 (1 package)
Green Food Coloring
6 cups Rice Krispies
Sprinkles
20 Small Pretzel Sticks
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Ingredients:
1 cup unsalted butter softened
14 oz. can sweetened condensed milk
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
4 cups powdered sugar
1 lb. high quality chocolate
1 lb. toasted sliced almonds

Directions:
1. In a mixing bowl, combine butter, condensed milk, vanilla, powdered sugar, and salt. 
2. Mix well and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes, or until firm enough to handle.
3. Roll dough into 1/2 tsp-sized balls and place on a lined baking sheet. Use nonstick cooking spray on your hands.
4. Cover with plastic wrap and freeze the cream balls overnight, or at least for 8 hours. (Cream balls can be frozen in 

an airtight container for several weeks. It’s a great time saver to make these ahead of time!)
5. While the balls are in the freezer, you can toast the 

almonds (this can also be done in advance). Heat 
a large non-stick skillet over medium heat. Add the 
sliced almonds and cook, tossing gently, until they 
begin to toast golden brown. This should only take a 
few minutes. Be careful 
not to let them burn. 

6. Allow them to cool and 
then use your hands to 
gently crush them into 
pieces in a bowl. Set 
aside until you’re ready to 
use them.

7. Once the cream 
filling is frozen, melt 
your chocolate in the 
microwave on low power 
in 15 second intervals 
(stirring after each 
interval until smooth).

8. Dip frozen balls in 
chocolate, then almonds. 
This is great to do with a 
companion, if you can, so 
it goes faster. Refrigerate 
until ready to eat. Enjoy!

Paper Plate Angel
Supplies: Paper plate, scissors, gold glitter, 
paper, gold sparkly pipe cleaner, tape/glue, 
sharpie/pink crayon, paper (for face and hands)

Directions: Start by cutting a deep triangle 
out of a white paper plate. Put lines of glue all 
around the plate and shake gold glitter on it. Cut 
out the angel’s face, then add facial features, hair 
and the hands. Bend a gold pipe cleaner to look 
like a halo and tape it to the back of the head. 
It’s easiest to tape the bottom part of the plate 
on. Add some rosy pink cheeks and you’re done!

Vanilla
Creme Balls
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Serve Together

Love Your 
Neighbor
Christmas provides us 
with a unique opportunity 
to love our neighbors.  
There is a natural reason 
for us to gather together 
as neighbors. During 
this season, as we 
remember and celebrate 
Immanuel, God with us, 
let’s remember to reflect 
that love to those in our 
neighborhood.  Here are 
some practical ideas that 
you may want to try as 
you build connections with 
your neighbors:

1 Gather a group 
of neighbors to 
attend  “God 

With Us,” our Christmas 
production at the Keslinger 
Campus on December 
10 at 4 and 6 PM. Visit 
chapelstreet.church for 
more details. Grab dinner 
or dessert afterwards as a 
group. 

2 Host a cookie 
exchange. Invite 
a group of 

neighbors, and have each 
person make enough of 
one kind of cookie to 
share. At the party, sample 
the treats, then trade and 
package them in appealing 
assortments. Check out 
our recipes on pages 10, 
11 and 12 for inspiration!

3 Serve together alongside your neighbors.  Sign up to be a bell 
ringer for the Salvation Army and invite a couple from your 
neighborhood to join you.

4 Spread Christmas cheer with refugee children! Celebrate the 
Savior, sing, play, and share some cookies and crafts with kids 
from around the world. Great for young families! More    

   information at chapelstreet.church/holidayserve.

5 Come with some neighbors to the Christmas Carol Sing on 
Sunday, December 17 at 4 PM. Join for this nostalgic evening 
singing your favorite Christmas hymns!

6 Invite families with preschool, elementary and middle school 
children to the New Year’s Eve Eve Eve party on Friday, 
December 29 from 6:30 - 8 PM. Join for a potluck dinner,   

   games, and an exciting countdown with amazing balloon drop!

7 Help an elderly neighbor decorate his/her home for the holidays. 
Hang lights or a wreath or even help put up a tree. Don’t forget 
to help with tear-down as well!
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Serve Together

1.

Paper 
Towels

2.

Tooth 
Paste

3.

Dental 
Floss

4. 5.

Kleenex

6.

Tooth 
Brush

7.

Laundry 
Soap

8.

Toilet 
Paper

9.

Shampoo

10.

Windex

11. 12.

Cereal

13.

Oatmeal

14.

Chili

15.

Rice

16.

Peanut 
Butter

17.

Jelly

18. 19.

Tall Kitchen 
Garbage Bags

20.

Gum

21.

Coffee

22.

Dish 
Soap

23.

Ramen

24.

Canned 
Fruit

25.
Bring bags back to church 

the weekend after Christmas!

Reverse Advent Calendar to benefit 
the Shepherd’s Heart Food Pantry
Starting on December 1, place the item listed for that day on the calendar below into a bag. On 
Christmas Day, your calendar will be complete and your bag will be full of blessings to share with 
your neighbors in need this winter. Please bring your bag to church and put in our food pantry bins 
the weekend of December 30-31. The blue stars indicate “days of blessing” in which you as a 
family can reflect on the Christmas story.

Holiday Serving Opportunities
Join in with what Chapelstreet is doing throughout this Christmas season! To find out more, visit 
chapelstreet.church/holidayserve or contact Cheryl Pacilio at cpacilio@chapelstreetchurch.com.

NOV. 23 
Thankgiving Day Feast 
for Lazarus House

NOV. 25 
Feed My Starving 
Children Food Pack

DEC. 2 
Children’s Hunger 
Fund Toy Wrap

DEC. 3 
Hope Outreach 
Collection

DEC. 12 
Gift Sort & Wrap 

DEC. 13 
Cooking for 
Lazarus House

DEC. 15 
Christmas Cheer with 
Refugee Children

DEC. 16 
Northern Illinois Food 
Bank Food Pack

DEC. 25 
Christmas Brunch 
at Lazarus House
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Together
in the

New
Year

We hope that you have had a special time together this 
Christmas, remembering the God who is WITH us. It’s 
easy to slide out of the rhythm of remembering, so here 
are some ideas to encourage family time in 2018. 

1. Serve together! Find opportunities to serve together in 
an ongoing ministry at Chapelstreet Church. 

2. Commit to weekly family times. It’s easy to let time 
together slip away with a busy schedule, but make it a 
priority to do something unique together every week.

3. Choose a family verse(s) for the year. Discuss it’s 
meaning and memorize it together. Make it personal and 
make it something that God has really spoken to your 
family.

4. Write encouragements to one another. It’s easy to feel 
forgotten or unappreciated. A note about 1 or 2 things 
that you really love or appreciate about a family member 
could be just what they need on some days!

5. Give together. Choose something that you can give 
generously to as a family and set a goal together for the 
year on how much to raise. Challenge yourself to give 
generously as God gave to us!

6. Make a family tree together, frame it and hang it.

Family Memory Verse Ideas
1 John 4:10  Joshua 24:15

1 Peter 1:13  Psalm 3:3

Psalm 139:13-14 Psalm 103:8-11

Proverbs 3:5-6  Philippians 4:8
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